
   

Minutes of the Meeting of Bramley Parish Council 

Held at Bramley Village Hall on 8th May 2025, starting at 19:00  

 

PARTICIPANTS 

Messrs P Leung (Chairman), Cllrs B Stern, T Coleman, F Stern, J Austin, N Gravenell, M 
Vivian, T Saunders. D Ersser, the Clerk, SCC Cllr Kevin Deanus and WBC Cllr Goodridge 
were also present.  
 
 
36/25 To receive apologies for absence 
                 C Marshall.  
 
37/25       To elect the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council 

a. Mrs Austin was nominated for the position of Chairman by Mrs Stern and 
seconded by Dr Leung. Unanimous vote and duly elected. Mrs Austin signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

b. Mr Stern was nominated for the position of Vice Chairman by Mrs Austin 
and seconded by Mr Coleman. Unanimous vote and duly elected. 

 
New Chairman Mrs Austin thanked the former Chairman Dr Leung for all his 
hard work over the previous 3 years. She also thanked fellow Cllrs for their 
continued hard work and support. 

 
38/25 To elect the Chairmen of the Parish Council Committees 

a. Planning - Mrs Stern was nominated for the position of Chairman of the 

Planning committee by Mr Coleman and seconded by Mr Vivian. Unanimous 

vote and duly elected. It was agreed that Cllrs would take monthly turns of 

writing the planning responses in preparation for Mrs Stern stepping down 

next year. 

b. Asda Community Fund -Mr Stern was nominated for the position of 
Chairman of the Asda Community Fund committee by Mrs Austin and 
seconded by Mr Coleman. Unanimous vote and duly elected. 

c. Village Hall - Mr Coleman was nominated for the position of Chairman of 
the Village Hall Management committee by Mrs Austin and seconded by Mr 
Stern. Unanimous vote and duly elected. 

d. Library - Mr Marshall was nominated for the position of Chairman of the 
Library committee by Mrs Stern and seconded by Mr Vivian. Unanimous 
vote and duly elected. 

e. Estates - Mr Gravenell was nominated for the position of Chairman of the 
Estates committee by Mrs Austin and seconded by Dr Leung. Unanimous 
vote and duly elected. 

f. Resilience - Mr Marshall was nominated for the position of Chairman of the 
Resilience committee by Mrs Stern and seconded by Mrs Austin. Unanimous 
vote and duly elected 

g. Highways - Mr Saunders was nominated for the position of Chairman of the 
Highways committee by Mrs Austin and seconded by Mr Gravenell. 
Unanimous vote and duly elected. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

39/25 Declaration of interest - None                 
 
40/25 Minutes of the meeting 20th March 2025 
                 Minutes of the meeting of 20th March 2025, were agreed as a true record. These 

were signed by the Chairman. 
 
41/25 Matters arising from minutes of the meeting of 20th March- None    
                
42/25 Minutes of the planning meeting 24th April 2025 
                 Minutes of the planning meeting of 24th April 2025, were agreed as a true 

record. These were signed by the Chairman. 
 
43/25 Matters arising from minutes of the planning meeting of 24th April- None                   
  
44/25 Correspondence 

         Members noted the correspondence report circulated by the Clerk. 
 

45/25 Waverley and Surrey County Councillors Update  
 
Waverley Borough Council update from Cllr Michael Goodridge 
Cllr Goodridge stated that local Government detailed proposals were due to be submitted 
to the Government on 9th May. SCC, Elmbridge and Mole Valley Borough council propose 
two unitary structures.  The remaining 8 boroughs including Waverley support a proposal 
for 3 unitary bodies.   
 
Cllr Goodridge stated that Cllrs voted to rescind the decision to take the grounds 
maintenance contract in house which was agreed in March as it was based on 
flawed information in reports. The decision which involves spending approx £1 million on 
capital equipment to take the work in house, would now be reassessed and decided upon 
on 17th June. 
 
He also advised that there are substantial problems with CIL Levy's being charged to 
residential homeowners who are being asked to pay between £45k & £235k under 
legislation designed for commercial developers. Homeowner extensions and self builds 
have to complete an exemption form if their building work exceeds 100 sqm. Many of the 
demands for payment were based on the forms being incorrectly completed. Discussions 
are taking place at WBC as to how to deal with these claims, a resolution was passed in 
January to follow the West Berkshire model of taking a discretionary view but now there 
are talks of means testing that review. 
 
Surrey County Council update from Cllr Deanus 
Cllr Deanus stated he expected the Government’s response to unitary authorities in 
August as the authorities would need to be in place prior to the elections in May next 
year. 
 
Cllr Deanus pointed out that savings were important not just on the basis of saving 
money but also because of the fair funding review funds would be reallocated to more 
deprived areas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

Cllr Deanus reported that Spelthorne Council had been put into special measures today 
because of their debt of more than £1 billion and their failure to listen to earlier advice 
regarding bad leadership and staff relations. 
 
He also advised that the old school playing fields in Bramley on the A281 currently owned 
by Surrey County Council is a potential site to bring forward for affordable housing on 
part of the site, with more details to follow.  
 
46/25 Committee actions: 

Planning Review Committee 

Cllrs noted the planning report.  

Cllr F Stern advised that Singh Concrete had gone to appeal at the high court again and 
the hearing would be in June. 

Cllrs noted that the public meeting on the Park Drive application WA/2025/00581 was 
very well attended - over 90 attendees. At the meeting the indicative vote held was 100% 
in favour of BPC objecting. Objection submitted to WBC. 
Cllr F Stern advised that Surrey Highways had produced a comprehensive report re this 
proposed development, advising of the problems with access and visibility for 
pedestrians and drivers. 

Cllr Stern advised that the Stovolds Hill Appeal, previously postponed in November will 
take place in June. 
 

Asda Community Fund  

Cllr B Stern reported that the Committee had made progress at the last meeting on 15th 
April. He asked the Clerk & Cllr Coleman for updates. 
The Clerk stated that since the last meeting: 
BBN had received £15,100 for their marketing project which will formally launch at 
Bramley Fete. 
£1200 has now been spent on relandscaping the area in front of the library 
£1250 has been spent on hanging baskets for the High street which will be supplied & 
maintained by local florist Parviflora 
The Bramley Infant School clock has been repaired at a cost of around £3200. 
Cllr Coleman stated 3 areas had been highlighted in the residents’ survey: 
Redecorating the hall at cost of £10k funded by Asda with the work due to commence in 
2 weeks. 
Acoustics in the main hall & meeting room at a cost of £15,571 which would be funded by 
a grant from SCC. 
Outside lighting which has been installed & funded by the Village Hall. 
Chairman Austin asked the Clerk to update the website with a list of projects & current 
progress. 
 
Estate Manager Report  
Bramley Sports Pavilion  
Cllr Gravenell asked Cllrs to confirm that they were in favour of promoting the pavilion 
and trying to make it viable for a period of 2 years. Cllrs unanimously agreed. 
He also said he wanted the Sports Pavilion Trust to be more involved, and he was working 
towards this. 
Cllr Gravenell stated that whilst the Pavilion was structurally sound it was in need of some 
decoration and new tables etc to make it more attractive to potential hires. 
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He said he was in the process of getting quotes for reconstructing the layout of the 
pavilion to provide new ladies & gents toilets to address the safeguarding issues and 
would report back to the council later in the year. Cllrs were in favour of the project. 
He also suggested getting a phone line installed to provide wi-fi. 
Cllr Gravenell suggested getting a security gate installed at the entrance to the car park 
following the recent break in, fly tipping and an abandoned car. He will report back with 
costs. 
Lastly Cllr Gravenell advised that GBC have no record of the Pavilion being built in 1972 
and asked Cllrs permission to pursue this, Cllrs agreed. 
 
Bowling club 
Acquisition of the Bowling Club site has been held up by the trustees’ solicitor who 
appears to have a conflict of interest as he is resident adjacent to the site.  The stumbling 
block is this solicitor’s refusal to trust the Parish Council assurances that they will retain 
the land as a green space for the enjoyment and recreation of residents.  Councillor Stern 
has therefore lodged a complaint with the Compliance Officer at Penningtons but no 
response has been received yet.  Cllr Stern advised that there are three ways to do ensure 
that it remains a permanent green space: make it part of the Local plan, apply to 
designate it a village green or hold it in trust with fieldsintrust.org.  Discussions followed 
but no decision was made. 
 
Highways committee 
Cllr Saunders confirmed that the new streetlight in Birtley Road opposite Woodrough 
Copse was only temporary to allow for the power to be reconnected and would be 
replaced by a heritage lamp asap. 
Cllr Gravenell had found 2 Bramley twinning signs in the Council store,  
and it was suggested they were given to BBN as part of their project to improve signage 
in the village. 
Cllr Saunders stated that the damaged bus stop by Bramley Grange had been removed, 
and a temporary bus stop was in place. Cllrs expressed their concern regarding the design 
of the new bus shelter noting that it is in a conservation area. 
Chairman Austin advised that she & Cllr Deanus were pursuing the replacement of “not 
suitable for HGV” signs between The Street in Wonersh & Bramley roundabout on the 
A281. 
She also reported that there had been several accidents at the junction of Iron Lane & 
Snowdenham Lane. 
 

Resilience  
In Cllr Marshall’s absence the Clerk asked Cllrs to review the Council’s Risk Register prior 
to the June meeting. 

 

Library- Nothing to report  

 
 
47/25 Parish updates and actions 

 

a. Pavilion and environs (including Gosden Common, Links Road) – nothing to 
report 
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b. Station Road and environs (including Hall Road, Eastwood, Barton Road, 
Linersh Wood) 
Cllr Saunders commented on the painting of the station gates; the Clerk 
advised that the work was being carried out by the probation service. 

 
c. High Street and environs (including Windrush Close, Old Rectory Close, 

Snowdenham Links Road and Lane) – Nothing to report. 
 

d. Grounds and Downs Link – Nothing to report 
 

e. Rural Parish (including Thorncombe Street, Birtley Green, Grafham and 
South) – Nothing to report  
 
 

48/25 Finance 

a. Payments listed at Appendix B (circulated) Members agreed payments between 
13th March and 30th April 2025, to the value of £29,713.29 
 

b. The Final Interim audit report was circulated by the Clerk and noted by the 
Members. 
 

c. CIL Funds – Cllr discussed Cllr Marshall’s request to ring fence £12k for new 
goal/basketball posts at Eastwood Road Playground. Cllrs discussed and agreed 
that Cllr Marshall should first apply for funding from Asda & Bramley Fete and 
obtain further potentially cheaper options for the posts. 
 

49/25    Points of information and any other matters 

a. Bramley Fete – Cllr Gravenell will be in the Pavilion at the fete other Cllrs will be 
there in other capacities. 

b. Cllrs agreed that the monthly full Council meetings would now be held on the 
2nd Thursday of every month except August at 7.00pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Agreed and signed …………………………………………Chairman, June 12th 2025      
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 


